CHAPTER IX DISEASES OF THE SKIN, LEGS, AND FEET
THE diseases discussed in this chapter are of a non-contagious nature and make up one of the most important groups with which a farmer must contend. During the summer months many animals develop sores from ill-fitting collars and saddles, together with many infections and injuries of the feet and ankles. These are always extremely troublesome and a source of concern. Melanosis will be described at this time; while not a disease primarily of the skin, the black swellings in the skin of a gray or white horse are the most noticeable symptom. The description of bone deformities is given more for their recognition than for treatment.
TJBTICAEIA OB NETTLE-RASH
Urticaria, a disease of the skin, begins suddenly, and usually takes the form of welt-like swellings, varying in size from a pea to a hickory-nut, which when numerous may appear to run together. The swellings consist of a thickening of the skin with no tendency to blister formation or discharge of pus. The skin of any part of the body may be affected and, if the disease becomes general, the eyes, nose, lips and throat may become involved. The swellings appear without warning, persist a few hours, and disappear as quickly as they came. However, at times the swellings may last for a week.
The exact cause of urticaria is unknown although nettle leaves have been blamed, this accounting for the common name. Urticaria is frequently associated with bad weather